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APRIL. 


“ Lo > where the oak, in stately pride, that rears 
Tts branches, strengthen’d by upholding years 
Bears groaningly the blast, that braves its power.’ 


THE SPANISH CHESTNUT. 


( Castdnea vulgaris.) 

Class, Monoecia. Order, Polyandria. Nat. Ord 
Amentacese. 

The Chestnut is another noble tree; and on 
viewing the one at Totsworth, in Gloucestershire, 
belonging to Lord Ducie, which is supposed to 
have been a boundary tree in King John’s reign, 
Cowley wrote the following lines : — 

“ Hail ! ol d patrician, tree so great, so good f 
Hail ' ye plebeian underwood ! 

Where the poetic birds rejoice, 

And for their quiet nests and plenteous food, 

Pay with their grateful voice. 

“ Here nature does a house for me erect 
Nature, the wisest arcliitect; 

Who those fond artists doth despise. 

That can the fair and living tree neglect, 

Yet the dead timber prize. 

“ Here let me, careless and unthoughtful, lying, 
Hear the soft sounds above me flying 
With all the wanton boughs’ dispute. 

And the more tuneful birds to both relying, 

Nor be myself, too, mute.” 


THE COMMON CHICKWEED. 153 

The leaves of the Chestnut are long lance -shaped, 
deeply serrated (saw-like margins); the male 
flower has a corolla with five petals, and the sta- 
mens number from ten to twenty ; the calyx of 
the female is about five-leaved, and covered with 
soft spines. This tree is generally believed to be 
a native of the British Isles, from the circumstance 
of its timber having been found forming the beams 
of many old buildings. It is not so much culti- 
vated in England as in former years. The fruit 
is generally given to swine in England, but is used 
as an article of food in the south of Europe, and 
in some countries it is a delicacy for princes. 
The wood affords excellent stakes for palisades 
and props for vines and hops. 

THE COMMON CHICKWEED. 

( Stellaria media.) 

Class, Decandria. Order, Digynia. Nat. Ord., 
Caryophyllese. 

This grows too plentiful in gardens, where its 
slender fibrous root is difficult to eradicate : it 
bears a white flower, and small birds are very 
fond of the seeds.. The species most to be ad- 
mired is the Greater Stitchwort (Stellaria hoi ostea); 
the blossoms are abundant, with pure white, vein- 
ed, and deeply notched petals, which contrasted 
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